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1* SUMMARY « TRIGGERED* RY' THE RECENT MILITARY REVERSE S' AND THE 
POO© FA^LK SHOWING OK'- ^OUTF A/ LON NntAS PERSONAL LEADERSHI P. OR AT ‘ ! 
LEAST HIS'MOoUS OPERAND I T5 BEING INCREASINGLY OUESTIONEO NOT 

. ONLY BY THE REGULAR OPPOSITION - f IN TAM/ YEM SAMBAURz AND. OTHERS I 
BUTALSP BY SIRIK MATA</ CHENG :HENG/ AND SOME MEMBERS OF THE 
FANk general STAFF. THF strength and vltimate PURPOSES OF THIS 
COALESCING OPPOSITION ape STILL UNCERTAIN/ but AT A MINIMUM IT 
APPEARS TO SEEK SOME CURTAILMENT OF LON NOL*S 'INCREASINGLY 
AUTwCRITapi *\ AND IN MANY RESPECTS BADLY MANAGED CONDUCT OF^IhE 
WAR. T«r OUTCOME IS UNPREDICTABLE/ BUT WE ARE COUNSELING A 
SEARCH FOP A COMPROMISE WHICH WILL PRESERVE UNITY AND YET 
I “PC C VF THE MANAGEMENT of the war. end SUMMARY. 

2 • OVER THE PAST FOUR MONTHS AS Hr MAS GAINED STRENGTH AND HAS 
BEEv ABLE TO WOPK LONGER HOURS/ LON NOL HAS AGAIN TAKEN DIRECT 
PERSONAL command OF HILITARY AFFAIRS/ SHUNTING ASIDE SIRIK 
KATAK (hjs ^TWISTER OF DEFENSE J AND IN LARGE MEASURE HIS GENEIWCC^> 
STAPP. NOT Only WERE the important DECISIONS HIS/ SUCH AS TW&- < 
LAUMCHI*--G OP CHENLA II TO KQMPOMG THMAR/ THE THPUST BEYOND (O 
KOKPONG THMAR TO KOMPONG THOM/ aNO THE ABORTED PLAN TO OPENl^ * • 

\ ^ 


3 > 


NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE AUTHORIZATION OF THE^^g^gJE SEC 

E.0. 12958, SEC. 3.5 
. a 18 TATE DEPT. GUIDELINES , 

BY faCt HAM PATE 3/^ 


E SECRETARY 


T'J 


■a* 





• .•* " ... *■ • - -•«..* — > .. ... ~ „ . ■ -T . - i-f' i * «4 +~£- i?vrOrS|fcM^3B 

** * ••- • £ ' K ■ •* V. •. i * • • » **~ ‘ "■■ . * . .. _- *'~ ii 1 « ‘*| |i ii ^M 

.*?. ** ■,-■• •.* ••• ^*; ri ^ . -. •.; -• ■ •* . ■ ;t- . • . ■ ■ . ■ - . ..•- . \r • • .♦ ..-•?•’•..>* ♦ “ * . ? - C*T • a. 

*• ' \. ;••* ••".■' • . *• * _ t . ‘ • '■ " * u ' - •* ■' ’ * . • ’ . ♦•.>*• . • - . <-• 

4$- • • -4 ••''.>>:•. U-'i' v : "- '. V :•* ! ..•*•. ‘••.‘-‘v’-*' ■ ■- ■' •• ■ -\ 

»-.* : “;::'-.' i V:' •. -- S '■- •.«.•• ,:.w vx 









* • •** * « •* .* •** ♦ ; \ * « « » • » * „ ■ u j£"' 4 * • ••*►**. * « , ■*» * « * ,«*” ■*' *4. >U XT' •v - *1 4**."^ *■ * 

■RAGE C* fcf RHNOi* £ , 6?53 ".. :^i:^, 

.. - ■ . • • • ' ' ■ ■' ■ ^ 

. ** * < ■ ■•—*■**-.- _.-... •♦»•—■•••*•......* ^ ~ 



—cnn^AK-o a.k'D t*? •.?*•'* ivn • th ••»'a vr ' o-rr’^iOiNS -wi TKOirf' •.•••* 

' AO£Ci. ! “ T~ •< fs 1 0 >. L £ > 3= o f • *' H£' " M I L I T /. .1 v ' <? \ JU A \ \ 0 N' . 0 £ L' ! V K i'i .} N G 0 C *>• ; ; 

F^o* 4 H I‘fi I OE'-'Cr 't H R i •* A *J T £ . v c' D r D TO' WO^K- 1 V ISOLkT I0N FROl'! -r» > ?T^? 

Tu i c ■ ‘ ■ 


F«0-* HI'S *?' E S I E v C '£ / Hf; w 
' '. : C aB T vri/ TO I *vS'. JLA T -ct h I L ?' ' FROM F4.C-TS/ - A^O- TO RuMA I N. IS TH 


WOR 


•juo 


0? Cr- ti I 9 ASSISTANT rj-/S. P.OR; .CPflRAlJ 0^5, tH.*^ -.T-.HDK.G 

?•: G « I « N REALISTIC ALL Y, OF .7-1 M I ST 1 C M . A B 0 U f •' T H£ ~Sl T.U A T I 0 N . \ ... ■ ' ' . '-'•¥% 



.. -RESnuPCES.. H AVE " CHARa.CTERI/^P. all . hi s PEC-FWT LE/TTERSjJTO the 
-CPR E SID £>it--‘LA Ho- TEN 1 0 -GO KF/i RM-j h £ Cua&GE- TK/^T ■;L»ON NOt- IS.- 1 k 1 F ACT 
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c.? 3 » /.nothing succ^Dtsy/ ctr." x (iyi.R s e > l i k e. ‘ suc'g'es?Y‘ xnd -t^ESi tons-- 

: tstAvDTN?TiC.RlT-ICL3HS;0FrLG^-rHCrti;VS>::0:LRECT.l6N- *OE~ TR£ , MAR EFFORT X- 

,:.>iOULO Ht-vf /PROBABLY -REHA^ECs^’UTED' HAD I-f-Aiof ' BEEN -FOR the 4 



*£ fH 7 T: f[. - G k ^ J F A : R T I ._G‘iL L Y LON . K'0L;/::HAD MADE IN THE 
-“'rL’I BE?A TrOfTAOJF”;T t »E POPUL-ATTO^-^-LONG ROUTE 6/. NOW ONCE m >ORE 
LOISRL ACEO .ANO '-DOUBLY 0 1 ?P ! ^ I TED.*;-. BECAUSE OF HIS HIGHLY PERSONAL 
rOtRECTTON • O r --:EANK AND LEAVJNG ABIDE CHARGES OF MI SM AN AGEMEAIT » _ 
CCQN' NQL.%:HA.S ‘ NOW^ I NHER I T r 0 THE BLAME FOR THE- COLLAPSE OF CHENL-A 


- .ivy* “V.'*- 

*-t ■ . •. 




1 v-:Tam/' YRM: RAMRaUR/ AND O.Th^R OPPONENTS DATING FROM THE 
SBOVCR WSENT .4 ASSEMBLY -CONPR^TAt jon Qf THIS-^PaST. SUMMER HAVE - BEEN 
I GUTCVl Tn 7; PERGETVF' LON N0L' r S* VUL^EPAB I L I T Y . THIS IS HARDLY 
SURPRISING. BUT POTENTIALLY MUCH mO^E SERIOUS IS THE REPORTEDLY 
GROWING DISAFFECTION OF S I R I K MaTaK. WE ARE TOLD THAT HE HAS 
HAD NO CONTACT WITH LON NOL S I NCE NOVEMBER 29 AND THAT IN A . 
CONVERSATION WITH IN Tah DECEMBER 4/ IN A RARE MEETING OF AMITY 
BETWEEN THESr TWO OPPONENTS/ HE DECLARED HIMSELF INCAPABLE OF 


CONTINUING In AN UNSATISFACTORY 

REA^Y TO CONSIDER ALTERNATIVES. 

little AFFACTIOn OR RES p ECT FOR 


RELATIONSHIP WITH LON NOL AND 
CHI EF-OF-STATE CHENG HENG HAS 
LON NOL AND HAS COMPLAINED 
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DIS^£Oa?D FOR TWc I R Vlfl^S A« 0 - RrL i A\CE.' ' T^'n:TF aD -'OM X 1 3 ‘ PERSIA*,..;. 

POS! T 1 0 M I S FOl-' i VOC/.L BUT' HE WO ! X'i 
N'Y TAK'K OFFT CE f >G/ CESPI-TE THE J R ; - 
RESPECT FOR L 0 \ r NIOL/ ARE*: CONCERNED AT H 15 .PETHOOS OF OPERaT > '- '! • 


C i J " u r v. -V. IH C i K_ VIL^O A <•»••- 

j.-.' I . E‘V 1 OUR *‘> P E * P 0 *■■ G 0 C TH A'p'H * S ? 
! ; WELCOME CHAFFS., f I S’aLL Y. . man 
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■’ 5 • THE- PTAGE • IS' THUS SET FOR A - CO\'FRGNTA TICK!' WHJ CHj _ AS WE SEE 
IT/ ’-COULD HAVE any O-VE pE- -SEVERAL OUTCOMES r? ( A ) LON NOL CAN 

perhaps bf persuade d to» : delegate at least the Tactical 'oirect ion 

y : -OF : THE V r AR T-t. the . SUPREME- NATIONAL DEFENSE COUNCIL r( HEADED BY 
‘ :C-CHEV6. HENGJ /V SOME OTHER COLLECTIVE ENTITY, OR vTO'Hi'G""MINI ST ER 
'J OF. -OFFENSE ANO SENEpaL ST A>F t- i P ) Hr CAN PERHAPS "BE PERSUADED 
■ -3TO-" GO 'APRhAO TOP' REST AND FURTHER. ThERAPY, ^LE A V I NGtST^I K MATAK 
. : A . FP E. E R' H A N O' i ' ( C I H EC A N ~P R 0 VO K E • A G 0 V E R N M E N T CRISIS. .BY RESIGN- 

-J £ I NG>' ‘ T f^'WH} CH EVENT CHEK'G -HE NG. MIGHT BE ASKED- TO H £ A-fr A- NATIONAL 
“rrj COAL ITION 'CABINET* ( D K'HE , : C AN. CONST I TUTE-. a IK'EW GOVERNMENT OF 
■; PERSONAL i TIES /LOYAL TO : HIM, 'PERHAPS ON THE THAI MODEL ASSUMING 

^JIORF. SWEEP INS- ANp REPPESSI VE POWERS FOR AN. .OLIGARCHY KH ICR HE 

.^r^L :HEad» Je F the/si tuaiic-n can continue" as it is, with the 

- - » • - • . , * 1 • 1 , • ■ I 1 . 1 1 *• ' * » 

^ ^ ^ ^ •* . . , 4 . i • ■ • « •" * m • ; * * * " ” t # * 4 ' • * 

_ _ ~ ' * » * _. ■ . ^ ’•* '.■• *♦•*-■*-• . . ■ __ n . . - • ' • * i‘ t 

CfI; sS, jFS ■J?NPESO.LVf.6^/>E.NOlNR-J-HE-' : ADOPTION 'OF'T h£ NEW/ CONST ITUT I ON « 

* L ! : V - * -*•■•■•*• ■ _ - - * * *■ *T . F T **‘* : * „. . , Lv * 1 • 

- :•+ J-.7 A -^ V 5T1 t' -*r ^ f;-' - ' - * •■•.* / : . * ' . ; .j ' • . • ; ' . ■ * . ' 

», * ^ . »* , ' , fc . . , , * / lb . f 4 , * * #1 4 . * ' *'* * “ ’ B ♦ ■ • **♦* • , ' ' . # • ' — » mm * * 

#1 . fc ’ x * ‘ ^ - m * * t *• 4 * ■ 4 ■ ■ ’ * * * * ^ -1 * 1 

?'%w >'Vf'‘ , ^rR^V'^?P^’ r .AjWARE • ONLY VESTE^OAY ( DECEMBER 51 OF THE APPARENT: 
INTENSITY OF THE DISAFFECTION .OF SlRI'K MATAK, WHICH IF SUB.-- . J 

'SEQUE*'TLY CONFIRMED MUST B£ REGARDED AS A KEY ELEMENT IN THE . 

• “ S IT I A T I r>N , AT THIS .POINT ONLY IN TAM OF THE PRINCIPAL PROPONENTS 
HAS SOUGHT OUR COUNSEL, ALTHOUGH HE CCULd BE "SPEAKING FOR MORE 
' THAm„HI«SFLF. I ADVISED H I «" THROUGH OUR POLITICAL OFFICER THAT 

.the issues should if possible be resolved, through direct 

.^'CONTACTS W ITu LON NOL A ND TwaT ; A - 0 1 SPL A Y OF 6 1 SUN I TY COULD 
COMFORT O^LY THE ENEMY AND COULD SERIOUSLY IMPAIR OUR EFFORT" 

to provide ntcessary military and economic assistance* 

* 

7* THESE TRUTHS ARE OF COURSE SELF-EVIDENT, AND THEY WOULD 
NORMALLY APPEAL TO SUCH TPUF PATRIOTS’ AS SIRJK HATaK AND IN TaM. 

}\ l° n v ol is also politically astute, although increasingly 
F 5 1 ISOLATED from public OPINION, ke therefope BELIEVE That some 

COMPROMISE Can re EFFECTED a-MONG these old colleagues who 
TOGETHE 15 UNSEATED SIHANOUK, BUT IT COULD VERY WELL ENTAIL SOME * 
CURBING O c LON NOL'S UNPRIPLED ACTIVITY IN THE MILITARY F 
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